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No.45/ DG-UIDAI/ 2009
Government of India
Planning Commission

Unique Identification Authority of India

R No.321, Yojana Bhavan
New Delhi - 110 001

Dated : September 29, 2009
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

The UID Authority of India has been setup by the Govt. of India with a
mandate to issue a unique identification number to all the residents in the
country. The main objective is to improve benefits service delivery, especially
to the poor and marginalised sections of the society. To deliver its mandate,
the UID Authority proposes to create a platform to first collect the identity
details and then to perform authentication that can be used by several govt.
and private service providers. A key requirement of the UID system is to
minimize /eliminate duplicate UIDs in order to improve the efficacy of the
service delivery. A possible way to ensure uniqueness of IDs (so that one
resident gets only one ID) is to use biometric technologies. In order to ensure
that an individual is uniquely identified and authenticated in an easy and
cost-effective manner, it is necessary to ensure that the biometric
information which is captured is capable of carrying out the de-duplication
at the time of collection of information. Further, in order to achieve
interoperability it is important that the capture and use of biometric
information is standardized across all the partners and users of the UID
system.

The Government of India, in the past, had set up a number of expert
committees for standards to be used for various e-governance applications
in areas of Biometrics, Personal Identification and location Codification
Standards, These committees have worked out few standards in the
respective categories to be uniformly applied for various e-governance
standards.

As UIDAI proposes to use biometrics for de-duplication and
verification/authentication, it becomes essential to review the applicability
and sufficiency of  these standards in UID  applications,
modify/extend /fenhance them to ensure that they serve the specific
requirements of UIDAI and frame the methodology for its implementation.

In view of the above, a Committee for framing the Biometric Standards for
UIDAI is ©being setup to review the existing standards and
modify/extend fenhance them so as to achieve the goals and purpose of
UIDAT for de-duplications and authentication.
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