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Centre backs Aadhaar-PAN linking in SC
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NEWDELHI: The mandatory linking
of the permanent account num-
ber (PAN) with Aadhaar was
meanttoprotectgenuine tax pay-
ersand check misuse of PAN in
high-value transactions, UIDAI
told Supreme Courton Tuesday.

The Unique Identification
Authority, which is tasked with
issuing the 12-digit biometric
identity number, sought todispel
fears thatenforcementagencies
will harasscitizens.

“Requiring Aadhaarisakinto
sereening genuine personsfrom
thedishonestonesorvice versa,”
UIDAIcounsel additional solici-
tor general Tushar Mehta told a
five-judge Constitution bench led
by ChiefJustice Dipak Misra.

THE COURT ISHEARING A
BUNCH OF PETITIONS
THATHAVE CHALLENGED
AADHAAR, SAYING IT
BREACHES PRIVACY AND
DATA COLLECTED COULD
BE USED FOR MASS

s

Thecourtis hearinga bunchof
petitions that have challenged
Aadhaar,sayingit breachespri-
vacy, datacollected could be used
for mass surveillance and people
are being denied benefits for not
possessing the ID.

The amended income-tax (I-T)
law that calls for linking PAN
with Aadhaarwasdeclared con-

stitutionally valid, so it was
incorrect for the petitioners to
say the procedure violated their
right to life, liberty and privacy,
Mehtasaid.

Bymaking Aadhaaramustfor
I-T returns or opening a bank
account, the government was
assuming that people were crimi-
nals, the petitioners have said.
They werereferring toan amend-
ment that says persons not com-
plying with the provision could
be prosecuted underthe preven-
tion of money launderingact.

PANisal0-digitalphanumeric
numeric number issued by the
I-T department.

Every year, one million PAN
holders were found to have not
responded tol-T notices, manyof
which were returned as
un-served, Mehta said.

Field verifications found that
inalarge number of cases, PAN
holderswere untraceable. There
were also several instances of
people denyingmakinga transac-
tion done using their PAN.

“Thereisaneedtostrengthen
PAN by linkingit with Aadhaar/
biometricinformation to prevent
useofwrong PANforhigh-value
transactions.” the ASG said.

“Even assuming without
admitting that requirement of
Aadhaar affects the right to pri-
vacy in some manner, itis area-
sonablerestriction whichis per-
missible under the Constitution
anddoesnot presumeany guiltor
criminality.” While 958 lakh
PANswereissued till March 2010,
only340.91akh I-T returned were
filed in the same period, Mehta
said, citing CAG figures.



