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Aruna: SIM verification
method for NRIs, tourists
may be taken in 2-3 wks

NEW DELHI: The Telecom
Department and Unique
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) are in discussions to put
in place a method for mobile
number verification of NRIs and
foreign tourists who are not eli-
gible for Aadhaar, A decision on
evolving SIM verification method
for these NRIs and foreign
tourists is expected to be taken in
2-3 weeks, Telecom Secretary
Aruna Sundararajan told PT1L.
“Those who have Aadhaar
orare entitled to get Aadhaar will
have to verify their SIMs with
their Aadhaar,” Sundararajan
said. The SIM card verification
process through Aadhaar-based
authentication has been simpli-
fied this week with the
Government allowing OTP and
other modes to complete the
process of linking mobile num-
bers with the 12 digit biometric
identifier. Telecom operators
have been asked to submit to
UIDAI by November 15 a blue-
print of the process to opera-

tionalise the
new modes
(including
OTP) of SIM
_ re-verifica-
tion through
Aadhaar.
“The
operators have been asked to
draw up a process incorporating
new guidelines and come back to
UIDALI by November 15. Once
the UIDALI gives them clearance,
they will have to implement the
new system within a period of
two weeks,” Sundararajan added.
The Government has initi-
ated a series of measures to sim-
plify Aadhaar-based re-verifica-
tion of existing subscribers. While
the authentication of mobile
phone number with Aadhaar, a
process called re-verification, by
visiting stores of telecom firms
will continue, the Government
has also ordered the companies
to carry out the exercise at the
doorsteps of the disabled, chron-
ically ill and senior citizens. PTI



