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Soon, verify Aadhaar

Mahendra.Singh
@timesgroup.com

through face recognition

New Delhi: Aadhaar will now
allow face recognition along
with biometrics as a means
of authentication of users, a
move intended to offer major
relief to older people whose
fingerprints and irises are
unclear.

The decision comes less
than a week after the Unique
Identification Anthority of In-
dia (UIDAT) sought to address
privacy concerns by offering
the option of creating virtual
[Ds that mask the actual uni-
que identification number of
an individual during an UID-
authenticated transaction.

The move also comes just
ahead of the Supreme Court

hearing a challenge to the use
of the Aadhaar system.

Tobe made available by Ju-
Iy 1, the face authentication op-
tion will be allowed in combi-
nation with fingerprints, or
iris scans, or an OTP to verify
the details of Aadhaar users
andisexpectedtogoalongway
indealing with problemsfaced
by older users with blurred
biometrics.
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Face authentication won’t
require new reference data

p Continued from P1

tication will require

some facial movement,
like blinking or smiling, to
ensure live presence of the
user.

Face authentication will
not require any new refer-
ence data as photos of citi-
zens are already on the Aad-
haar database. The objec-
tive is to increase the inclu-
siveness of the system so
that genuine beneficiaries
of governmentbenefits, like
pensioners, are not denied
their dues.

“This is a landmark de-
velopment which will go a
long way in helping people
in authentication in a se-
cured manner, particularly
whose fingerprints have
worn out because of old age
or manual work,” UIDAI
CEO Ajay Bhusan Pandey
told TOL. He said the “liven-
pss” detection feature would
provide additional security.

The new method will al-
s0 be allowed “on need ba-
sis” for those who face prob-
lems in carryving out Aad-

:[nnerestmgly, the authen-

haar-relatedtransactions. A
recent Niti Aayog commis-
sioned reporthad found that
farmers found fingerprint-
ing a problem while access-
ing fertiliser subsidies un-
der the Aadhaar authenti-
cated system.

A UIDAI statement said
face authentication would
be allowed “only in fusion
mode”, meaning only along
with either fingerprint or
irisscanor OTP to verify the
details of the Aadhaar hold-
er.

Aadhaar numbers are
being used for identity au-
thentications across banks,
telecom companies, the pub-
lic distribution system, and
for income tax, among oth-
ers. Its use can be gauged
from thefact thatan average
four crore authentications
aredoneona daily basis.

The move to allow face
authentication came within
a week of UIDAI allowing
residents — in a bid to pro-
tect privacy — to use a 16-di-
git temporary virtual ID to
avoid sharing their 12-digit
UID numbers when access-
ing government benefits

and other services.

“This facility is going to
help in inclusive authenti-
cation of those who are not
able to biometrically au-
thenticate due to their
worn-out fingerprints, old
age or hard work condi-
tions,” the UIDAI statement
said.

To facilitate the new au-
thentication service, the
Aadhaar issuing body will
work with biometric device
providers to integrate face
modality into the registered
devices.

It will also line up soft-
ware development kits that
will have the ability to cap-
ture face images, check liv-
eness and create digitally
signed and encrypted au-
thentication inputs.

Asmany as 119 crore bio-
metric identifiers have been
issued sofar, and Aadhaar is
being used by various gov-
ernment and private agen-
cles as proof of identity of a
person and for verifving
bank accounts and PANS to
weed out black money and
bring unaccounted wealth
to book.



