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Aadhaar system for

NRIs in 3 months

Tt will do away with 180-day wait’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI)
has said its systems will be
ready within three months
to issue Aadhaar cards to
NRIs with Indian passports
without the mandatory 180-
day waiting period, as an-
nounced in the Budget.

The legal measures
would be notified soon, Ul-
DAI CEO Ajay Bhushan Pan-
dey said.

“We are working to make
the appropriate technologi-
cal changes and we will pro-
vide an appointment facility
where people outside the
country also can apply for a
time slot and specify the
place they would like to go

to get their Aadhaar made...
as soon as they come to In-
dia they can, very conve-
niently, go and get their
Aadhaar made,” Mr. Pandey
said.

Sources privy to the deve-
lopment said a notification
by the IT Ministry was
awaited.

The UIDAI — which has
made operational two more
Aadhaar Seva Kendras
(ASKs) in Bhopal and Chen-
nai after the fourth centre in
Hisar was launched recently
— is confident of meeting its
target of opening 114 such
centres in the coming
months at an estimated cost
of ¥300-3400 crore to facili-
tate enrolment, updation
and other activities.
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H By Dec, NRIs to get Aadhaar
without 180-day Wait: UIDAI

NEW DELHI The Uniqueldentifica-

tion Authority of India (UIDAI) has

said its systems will be ready

within three months to offer the
facility of issuing Aadhaar cards to NRIs with
Indian passports without the mandatory 180
days waiting period, as announced in the
Budget. UIDAI systems are being readied for
thefacility and necessary legal measures are
to be notified soon, UIDAI CEO Ajay Bhushan
Pandey told PTI. UIDAI systems will be tuned to
offer the facility within three month's time, he
said. “We are working to make the appropriate
technological changesand we will provide an
appointment facility where people outside the
country alsocanapply foratimeslotand
specify the place they would like to go to get
their Aadhaar made...as soon as they cometo
Indiathey can, very conveniently, go and get
their Aadhaar made,” Pandey said.
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In 3 months,
systems will be
ready: UIDAI CEO

The UIDAI has said its systems
will be ready within three
months to offer the facility of
issuing Aadhaar cards to NRIs
with Indian passports without
the mandatory 180 days waiting
period, as announced in the
Budget. UIDAI systems are being
readied for the facility and nec-
essary legal measures are to be
notified soon, UIDAI CEQ Ajay
Bhushan Pandey told PTI.
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491 filings on Aug 31 push I-T
returns for yr to record 5.65cr

But4% Rise Less PACKAGE FOR EXPORTERS SOON? GST collections drop
Than 71% SUFGE @ pesien e sowimn s sosy hrmeicarimg vl PeioW <UL cr in Aug

In "18 Post-DeMo

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A record 5.65 cro-
re income tax returns were fi-
led up to Saturday, the exten-
ded deadline forthe annual fi-
ling, suggesting that more in-
dividuals are now part of the
tax net. However, the surge in
filing of returns seen in the
aftermath of demonetisation
seems tobe petering out.
Data released by the inco-
metaxdepartmenton Sunday
showed that till the end of Au-
gust, there was a 4% increase
in filings for financial year
201819, comparedwith5.4cro-
re returns filed up to August
31, 2018. Last year, there was a
T1% surge, which was attribu-
tedtotheimpact of demoneti-

estate..There is need for supplementing export-oriented
industries...it's time to look at export-related schemes, either

through subvention or easier rules

BANK MERGERS: It Is a move towards sound,
well-capitalised banks which have the muscle,

who can appraise better risk

ON RBI SURPLUS TRANSFER: Acommittee of
experts recommended that RBI's market and
financial stability risk should be the best in the
world and if there s any surplus, it may be
—RAJIV KUMAR | FIN SECY

transferred

FULL INTERVIEW | P 17

sation as cash deposits resul-
ted in income disclosure. Be-
sides, the government’s deci-
sion to levy a fee on delayed
returns last year onwards
prompted many individuals
tofile within thedeadline.
Tax officials, however, are
cheering the increase achie-
ved so far during the current
year,arguingthatitcameona

high base, and are hopeful
that it will expand further in
the coming years as the full
impactof GSTKicks in.
Besides, they are taking
credit for a glitch-free filing
process this August with over
49 lakh returns filed on Satur-
day, and almost 25% of the re-
turns being filed during the
last five days, with the techno-

STcollections dropped
belowRs1lakhcrorein
August 2019 to Rs 98,202 crore,
4.5%higher thana year ago but

3.8% lower than the mop-up in
July. While central andstate
GSTcollections grew by 15%
eachcompared with August
2018, integrated GSTwas
almost2%lower, partly dueto
weak imports. Cess onluxury
andsingoods fell4.6%led by
theslumpin auto sales.P 8

logy system showing no signs
of slowing down. On Saturday,
the peak filing rate per second
was at 196 I'TRs. “The Informa-
tion security team thwarted
over 2 206 malicious attackson
the website aimed at disrup-
ting services in the peak pe-
riod,” a statement said.

»-2.9cr opted for e-filing, P 8
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2.9cr filers opt
for e-verification
of tax returns

»Continued
fromP1 NEW RECORD
‘ his was also Gugmn

the first year |

when prefil- o 2018

led forms were change: = D42
triedoutforalarge 4.2 :

number of tax-
payers and the de-  OVER25% RETURNS

partment believes FILED ON LAST 5 DAYS
the experiment

has been success- [ -
ful. prompting it 1o Aug27| 104 | 168 | 625
look at ways to ex- Aug28| 141 | 205 | 454

pand the coverage  Aug29|182 (260 | 429

"Over the last AU %7352 318
fow years, tax au-  Aug31|350 |43 | 409
thorities have also

focused on faster refunds and with more individu-
als opting for electronic verification, the process is
expected to be speeded up. So far, 3.6 crore returns
have already been verified, which is nearly two-
thirds. Of this, nearly 80% or 2.86 crore have opted
fore-verification, mostly using Aadhaar-based one-
time-password. “The I-T department intends to car-
ry out campaigns to increase awareness about e-
verification of ITRs where verification isstill pend-
ing,” the statement said.
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I-T Dept manages record last-day filings

ITR's Filed Growth
FY 201920 August _FY 2018-19 August (in %)

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, September 1

A record 50 lakh I-T returns
were filed on August 31, which
was the last day for filing re-
turns.

According to the Tax De-
partment, total of 5.65 crore
assesses filed their return
(electronic and physical
form), a growth of over 4 per
cent.

Late returns can be filed
from now and till March 31,
2020 after paying a fine. Fil-
ing of returns between
September 1and December 31,
2019, will attract a fine
¥5,000. For the period
between January 1 and March
31, 2020, one will have to pay
%10,000 as fine. Post March 31,
2020, return for Assessment
Year 201920 (Financial Year
2018-19) will be accepted only
after approval from the
department.

However, the last date for
two other categories of as-
sesses, — one whose accounts
need to be audited (mainly
companies) and second those
who have undertaken inter-
national transactions during
201819 — is September 30 and
November 30 respectively.

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) said on Sunday
that the total e-filing return
on August 31 was 49,29,121,
which has “perhaps created a
history as the tax administra-
tion nowhere in the world has
achieved such huge online e-
filing ITRs in a single day and
that too so smoothly with the
I-T department actively inter-

2Tth 16,88,184 10,38,627 63

28th 20,47,645 14,14,262 45

29th 25,97,585 18,15,846 43

30th 35,19,560 26,71,268 32

31st 49,29,121 34,95,093 41

Total (Last 5 Peak Days)  1,47,82,095 1,04,35,096 42
Total Flllng (Up to August 31, 2019)
Transactions FY 2019-20 FY 2018-19 Growth (in %)
ITR Filings 5,65,08,183 5,42,21,378 4

Form Filings 32,20,305 30,05,100 T

acting with taxpayers on so-
cial media to help them re-
solve their grievances and
efiling related queries and
getting accolades in return.”
It also said the peak filing
rate per second was at 196
ITRs, per minute was at 7,447
ITRs and peak filing rate per
hour was at 3,87,571 ITRs.

Attacks thwarted

The Information Security
team of [T department
thwarted over 2,205 mali-
cious attacks on its website
aimed at disrupting services
in the peak period.

The CBDT said that out of
the 5.65 core ITRs filed elec-
tronically so far, 3.61 crore
have been verified. About 2.86
crore taxpayers (79 per cent)
have opted for e-verification,
mostly using Aadhaar OTP.
The I-T Department intends to
carry out campaigns to in-
crease awareness about e-veri-
fication of ITRs where verifica-
tion is still pending.

The CBDT further said that
taxpayers’ grievances on e-

Nivaran, email and on call
centre were responded imme-
diately with a turnaround
time for twitter being 4 hours
on queries related to e-filing.
It also issued two circulars to
clarify issues raised by taxpay-
ers, ensuring that taxpayer
anxieties were allayed.

Now, the CBDT also plans to
educate taxpayers about the
need for linking their bank ac-
counts with PAN to ensure
direct credit of refund to tax-
payer bank account through
ECS (Electronic Clearing Sys-
tem) and the requirement for
linking PAN with Aadhaar by
September 30.
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System soon to
offer Aadhaar
to NRIs sans
180-day wait:
UIDAICEO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, September 1
The Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI) has
said its systems will be ready
within three months to offer
the facility of issuing Aadhaar
cards to NRIs with Indian
passports without the man-
datory 180 days waiting
period, as announced in the
Budget. UIDAI systems are be-
ing readied for the facility and
necessary legal measures are
to be notified soon, UIDAI CEO
Ajay Bhushan Pandey told PTL.
UIDAI systems will be tuned
to offer the facility within
three month's time, he said.

Tech changes

“We are working to make the
appropriate  technological
changes and we will provide
an appointment facility
where people outside the
country also can apply for a
time slot and specify the place
they would like to go to get
their Aadhaar made...as soon
as they come to India they
can, very conveniently, go and
get their Aadhaar made,”
Pandey said.
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