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Aadhaar Act fair,
reasonable law:
Centre to SC
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THE CENTRE told the Supreme
CourtonTuesday the Aad haar Act
was a “fair and reasonable” law
and fulfilled the requirements laid
down by the Constitution bench
of the apex court in its landmark
privacy judgment.

Attorney General K K
Venugopal told a five-judge
Constitution bench headed by
ChiefJustice of IndiaDipak Misra
that the privacy verdict had laid
down that the state canseek cer-
taininformation if thereis alaw,
a legitimate state interest and
fulfilled the test of proportional-
ity, whichsays there shouldbe a
rational nexus between the Act
and the objects sought to be
achieved by it.

‘The Aadhaar Act meets the
standards and has adequate safe-
guards. The Aadhaar Act s a just,
fair, and reasonable law. It isin
pursuance ofalarger public inter-
est,” he said. The courtis hearing a
batch of petitions challenging the
Constitutional validity of the
Aadhaar Act

“Unless there are any serious
negative factors which will neu-
tralise the basic requirements, the
Actwill pass the muster of consti-

tutionality,” he said.

The A-G added, “We have
shown and demonstrated so far
as this Act is concerned, tremen-
douseffortwasputinplacetoen-
sure that the law invades privacy
to the minimum. This is the least
and minimal encroachment ofthe
right of privacy.”

Venugopal said alaw, whichis
constitutionallyvalid, does not be-
come “invalid” on the ground of
improper implementation.

To aquestion about national
and state level figures of authenti-
cation failures, Venugopal said
UIDAI can't provide numbers for
the state level since it does not
trackthe locationof the authenti-
cation transactions. Biometric fail-
ure rates for the national level
stood at 6 per cent for fingerprints
and 8.54 per cent for iris, he said.

He, however, clarified thatthe
failures do not mean exclusion
fromor denial of subsidies, bene-
fits or services since the!
Requesting Entities are obliged
under the law to provide for ex-
ception handling mechanisms. |

On Aadhaarfor minors, the A-
G said school officials, if permit-
tedto actas 'introducer’ canenrol
only when thereis a parental con-
sent. But it was “not permissible”
for achild to opt out of Aadhaaraf-
ter attaining adulthood, he said.



