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Aadhaar-enabled devices keep
ghost ration card holders at bay
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LUCKNOW: At least 10% of the
urban ration card holders have
not been collecting subsidised
food grains since the state gov-
ernment installed Aadhar-ena-
bled electronic point of sale
(ePoS) devices at fair price shops
incitiesa yearago, food and civil
supply commissioner Alok
Kumar said.

“Maybe, they are ghost benefi-
ciaries created by the ration
shop owners,” headded.

The ghost beneficiaries are
apparently created by the fair
price shop owners to divert
ration to the open market for
their gain.

He said the department has
already eliminated 1.50 lakh fake
rations cards, replacing them
with genuine onesin cities after
installation of the ePoS devices
at over 13,000 ration shops in
urban areas.

Thenumber of such beneficia-
ries no longer claiming rations

from the PDS shopsis higherin
the cities under the Meerut,
Moradabad, Bareilly and Kan-
purdivisions.

“We will soon launch a door-
to-door survey to identify the
beneficiaries who have not col-
lected their provisions for the
last three months together and
take steps accordingly,” said
Kumar.

The results are expected be
even better when all the benefici-
aries become Aadhaar-linked.
Atpresent, 30% of them are still
notlinked to Aadhaar.

AnAadharcard-enabled pub-
licdistribution systeminvolves
installation of ePoS devices
equipped with biometric authen-
tication at ration shops. Trans-
actions are conducted digitally
through the device. Theidentity
of the beneficiaries collecting
ration are authenticated via
Aadharoraone-time pass word
(OTP).

Evenifthe shopkeepertriesto
skipauthentication, the benefi-
ciarywillgetan SMSalert on his

registered mobile number,
informing him of the transac-
tion. The ePoS was started as a
pilot projectin Lucknow inmid-
2016. It was gradually extended
toother cities.

AADHAAR-LINKEDPDS
INVILLAGESALSOSOON
Encouraged by positive results
incities, the state government is
gearing up to install the ePoS
devices at all the 67,000 PDS
shopsin villages too very soon.
The move is expected to plug
leakagesinabigway.

“The request for a proposal
seeking firms to implement the
ePoS projectinvillagesisready
and will be floated soon after it
gets the Cabinet’s nod,” princi-
pal secretary, food and civil sup-
ply, Nivedita Shukla said. The
installation ofthe devices at the
PDS shopsin villagesmight start
by June.

Uttar Pradesh is among the
states where the diversion/pil-
ferage of the PDS food grainsis
said tobevery high.



