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EC seeks statutory backing to
collect voters Aadhaar numbers
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New Delhi: The Election
Commission has requested
the government to give it
statutory backing to collect
Aadhaar numbers of exist-
ing and new voters, which
will help it weed out dupli-
cate entries in electoral
rolls. In a letter to the law
ministry, the commission
proposed that provisions of
the Representation of the
People Act be amended to al-
low the EC to seek Aadhaar
numbers of those applying
t0o be voters and those al-
ready partof voterslist.

In August 2015, a Supreme
Court order on Aadhaar card
had put brakes on EC's Na-
tional Electoral Roll Purifi-
cation and Authentication
Programme (NERPAP) —
under which the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) Aadhaar num-
bers would be linked to elec-
toral photo identity cards

‘PURIFYING' VOTER ROLLS

(EPIC) database to ‘purify’
electoral rolis.

Seeking to make the vot-
ers’ list error-free, EC had in
March 2015 embarked on an
ambitious project to link
Aadhaar numbers with vot-
ers' electoral data. The seed-
ingof Aadhaar number with
EPIC under NERPAP would
weed out fraudulent entries
(duplicate, bogus, ineligible
and shifted voters) from the
database, making the rolls
pure and error-free,

However, five months af-
ter its launch, NERPAP was
suspended by EC inwakeofa
Supreme Court order dated
August 2015 that the unigue

identification number could
be used for only PDS and LPG
schemes. More recently, how-
ever, Supreme Court made
clear that statutory backing
would be required to collect
Aadhaar number.

“Since the SC order
makesitclearthatsanctionof
law is required to collect Aad-
haar number, the commis-
sion has proposed changes in
the electoral law,” according
toan EC functionary.

Under NERPAP, voters
could feed their Aadhaar
number online using the na-
tional voters service portal
or through a mobile applica-
tion. The facility of feeding
one's Aadhaar data by send-
ing a simple SMS/emailtoa
designated number of email
address or making a call was
made available. Alternative-
1y, the details of one’s Aad-
haar and EPIC could be sub-
mitted in hard copy along
with photocopies of both the
documents.
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