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Govt to link driving licence
with Aadhaar, SC told
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New Delhi, February 7

THECENTRE IS inthe process
oflinking driving licenceswith
Aadhaar number to weed out
fake licences and asoftwarefor
thiscovering all statesona real

time basisis under preparation,
the Supreme Court wastold on
Wednesday.

Abench comprising Justices
Madan B Lokur and Deepak
Guptawas informed aboutit by
acourt-appointed committee
on road safety headed by for-

mer Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice KS Radhakrishnan. This
assumes significanceasafive-
judge Constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice Dipak
Misra is currently hearing a
clutch of petitions challenging
the constitutional validity of
the Aadhaar scheme and the
enabling 2016 law.

The committee, in its
report filed in the top court,
said it had held a meeting on
November28 lastyearwiththe
joint secretary of ministry of
road transport and highways
(MoRTH) to discuss several
issues,including procurement
of fake licences and how to
eliminate it.

“On the issue of fake
licences, joint secretary,

MoRTH, informed that NIC
(national informatics centre)is
nowpreparing'Sarthi-4'under
whichall thelicenceswould be
linked to Aadhaar;" the report
said."This software will cover
all the states on real time basis
and it will not be possible for
anyoneto get duplicate orfake
licence anywhere in the coun-
try,"it said.

The advocate representing
the committee, told the bench
that the panelwasscheduled to
have a meeting with the
MoRTH and otherauthorities
concerned on February 22-23
to discuss compliance of direc-
tions given by the apex court
earlier.Additionalsolicitor gen-
eral Pinky Anand appearing for
the ministry, told the bench
that fatalitiesin road accidents
in India have gone down by
around three percent in 2017
as compared to 2016. The
bench saiditwas®heartening to
know” that number offatalities
and injuries in road accidents
havecomedown.



