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AADHAAR SC JUDGMENT
Offline verification

now available: UIDAI
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NEWDELHE Service providerscan
use offline verification toolslike
eAadhaar and QR code thatlever-
age the unique ID without
authentication,any access tobio-
metrics, orrevealing the 12-digit
number, the Aadhaar-issuing
authority UIDAIsaid Friday.

Thestatement comes against
the backdrop of the Supreme
Courtjudgementrestricting the
useofAadhaar. Uniqueldentifi-
cation Authority of India(UIDAI)
CEO Ajay Bhushan Pandey said
asperlegalunderstandingofthe
authority so far, offline options
areinconformity with thereecent
SupremeCourtruling. The Aad-
haar-issuing body now plans to
create an awareness around
theseverification methods, start-
ing with an active engagement
with technology industry next
week.

“TheUIDAThas come outwith
offline options which will be in
linewiththe SCorder. Peoplecan
choose to get their Aadhaar ID
verified without hitting the
UIDAI server, by downloading
electronic version of their Aad-
haar card (eAadhaar) ... they
have option of masking their
Aadhaarnumber, and thereisa
QR (quick response) codewhich
does not carry their Aadhaar
number too, that can be used,”
Pandey said. Using any of these
options willallow service provid-
erstoestablishtheidentityof an
individual, and security layers
can beadded tosuchverification
including ‘One Time Password”
(OTP) mechanism, hesaid.

“Based on the discussion we

had with our legal team, we are
given tounderstand sofar thatit
isintunewiththe 8C order. The
mostimportant thing isthat the
information which is given
(through these options), contains
only name, address and photo,
whichisanyway available inany
otherID document. The Aadhaar
number can be masked or redac-
ted,and soitaddresses concerns
ofprivacy,” the UIDAI chief'said.

The UIDAIplanstoorganisea
workshop in New Delhi next
week to explain the nuances of
offline verification for Aadhaar,
tothetech community, headded.

Lastweek, inaverdictwith far-
reaching consequences, the
Supreme Court had upheld the
constitutional validity of ‘Aad-
haar'butlimited thescopeofthe
controversial biometricidentity
project, rulingit isnot mandatory
for bank accounts, mobile con-
nections orschooladmissions.

Holdingthere wasnothingin
the Aadhaar Act that violates
righttoprivacy ofanindividual,
a five-judge constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice Dipak
Misra ina4to 1verdictcleared
theuseof Aadhaar (world’slarg-
estbiometric ID programme)for
welfare schemes. The court,
however, held Aadhaar would
remain mandatory for filing of
Income Tax (IT) returns and
allotment of Permanent A ccount
Number (PAN). It struck down
Section 57 of the Aadhaar (Tar-
geted Delivery of Financial and
other Subsidies, Benefitsand Ser-
vices) Act, 2016 that permitted
private entitiesliketelecom com-
panies or other corporates to
avail of the biometric Aadhaar
data.



