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UIDAI plans Aadhaar
Seva Kendras in 5 3 cities
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THE UIDAI PLANS to set up
Aadhaar Seva Kendras, similar
tothe concept of Passport Seva
Kendras,ina megaprojectthat
involves opening of facilita-
tion centresforenrolmentand
update services in 53 cities
across India, sources said.

The proposed Aadhaar
centres will be UIDAI’s own —
underthe authority's supervi-
sion — and will operate in
addition to nearly 30,000
centres,currentlybeingrun by
banks and post offices, and
in government premises
(offering similar Aadhaar
services),they said.

The cost of the entire
project is being estimated in
the ballpark of ¥300-400
crore, they noted.

UIDATIofficials who did not
wish to be namedsaid the cen-
tres are aimed at offering con-
venience to individuals, look-
ingtoavail Aadhaarenrolment
and update services. These
centres are being conceptu-
alised as grander versions of
existingbankorpost office run
units — each bustling centre
will have eight or 16 stations
depending on population of
that city to deal with service
requests and queries.

Interestingly, the move
comesjustweeksafterarecent
Supreme Court order placed

\\

curbs on use of Aadhaar, but
allowed it forwelfare schemes.
The UIDAL however, has clari-
fied that service providers can
still use offline verification
tools like eAadhaar and QR
(quick response) code that
leverage Aadhaar without
authentication, any access to
biometrics, or revealing the
12-digitnumber.

The UIDAI believes that
thiswould mean that individ-
uals will continue to need ser-
vices such as enrolment and
updation, if they want to use
Aadhaar-based offline modes.

As persomeestimates close
to 4 lakh people update their
Aadhaar details (address,
photo, mobile number
amongst others) every day,
while enrolments are pegged
atabout one lakh daily. Over
122 crore Aadhaar have been
issued, so far.

The Aadhaar-issuing body
is now seeking proposals for

engaging service providers to
open and run the Aadhaar
Seva Kendras and extend
appointment-based enrol-
ment, update and other
miscellaneous servicesto peo-
ple. These new centres will be
run on the model of Passport
Seva Kendras.

The list of cities where
these centres will come up
include Agra, Ahmedabad,
Allahabad, Amritsar, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar, Dehradun,Goa,
Guwahati, Hubli, Hyderabad,
Indore, Jaipur, Kota and Luc-
know amongst others. Besides
this, each of the four metro
cities — Delhi, Mumbai,
Kolkata and Chennai — will
have four such centres, and
othercities two centres each.

In all,Aadhaar Seva Kendra
will come upin 53 cities and
will be operational by
April 2019.

Last month, the Supreme
Court upheld the constitu-
tional validity of ‘Aadhaar’but
limited the scope of the con-
troversial biometric identity
project, ruling that it is not
mandatoryforbank accounts,
mobile connections or school
admissions.

Holding there was nothing
inthe Aadhaar Act that violates
right to privacy of an individ-
ual,the five-judge constitution
bench, in a 4 to 1 verdict,
cleared the use of Aadhaar for
welfare schemes.
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