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UIDAI lets Airtel conduct
Aadhaar-based e-RYC

with riders till 10 January

BYREMYANAIRG
KOMALGUPTA

MEW DELME

he Unigue Identification
T Authority of India

(UIDAYD on Thursday
decided toconditionally allow
Bharti Airtel L.td to resume
Aadhaar-based e-KYC verifi-
cation of telecom subscribers
1ii1 10 January. This has been
done to factlitate linking of
Aacthaar with mobile SIMs—
the new deadline for which is
31 March—in line with the
Supreme Court'sdirective,

However, thesuspension of
ihe e-KYC licence of Airtel
Paviments Bank has not been
revoked,

{IDAT has asked Reserve
Bank of India {RBI, Depart-
ment of Telecom and audit
and consultancy firm Pw(
Tndia to conduct an audit of
Bharti Airtel with respect Lo its
systems, processes, applica-
tions, documentationsand any
otheraspect asmay be identi-
fied by RBIand DoT to ensure
ihat the firm s in compliance
with itslicence conditidns.

“Once the audiC-feport is
prepared, further action will
be decided on 1 January,”
said a person familiarwith the
development.

The decision to provide a
temporary reprieve to Airtel
wastaken afier Rsl38 crore of
fundsunder the divect henefit
transfer schemewere credited
back to the original accounts
of 55.63 Iakh beneficiaries.

In September, UIDAI had
sent a notice to Airtel after
receiving complaints that it
was opening payments bank
accounts without the explicit
consent of users. It was also
alleged that government sub-
sidies were being credited in
these acgounts without the
knowledge of users.

UibAllast week had tempo-
rarily suspended Airtel and its
payments bank from conduct-
ing Aadhaar-based verifica-
tionof its mobile customers as
wellasthose of the bank using
the e-KYC process. The teleo
deposited Rs2.5 croreas pen-
alty with UIDAL

On Tuesday, UIDA] issued
strict rules asking banks and
the National Payments Corp.
of India to ensure prior con-
sentofbeneficiaries of various
government welfareschemes
hefore switching  bank
acconntsinwhich they receive
subsidies due to them under
the direct benefits transfer
scheme, Alrtel will now use
e-KYC only for mobile phone
verification.

“We would like to confirm
that the UIDAI has allowed
Bharti Airtel to restme Aad-
haar-based e-KYC services,
We continue to engage with
the authorities,” said an Airtel
spokesperson. To be sure,
around 13.8 lakh Airtel pay-
ments bank account holders
are already using the DBT sub-
sidy amount and therefore
credittotheiraccountshasnot
heenreversed, Airtel willpro-
vide an option to these cus-
tomers by SMS within three
daystoswitchiotheir previous
bank accounts.
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