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& ith the
/ Supreme
Court cur-
tailing the
usage of
Aadhaar wlnle upholding its
constitutionality, attention
hasturned to what banks, iele-
com companies and financial
technology firmscan and can-
not do with the biometric ID.
Inaninterview, Ajay Bhushan
Pandey, chiefexecutive officer
of the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UTDAI) says
fintech companies and third
partiescantuse offline Aadhaar
authentication to verify users,
adding this has been cleared
bythe attﬂmey general. Tele-
com companies have sought
2-3 months to devise an exit
plan, Pandey said. Edited
excerpts
‘It has he:cn a little over
two. months sirice the

Supreme Court order
- which curtailed the
" usageofAadhaar. Y'want

togetasensefromyouon
‘where things stand now
and your view on dele-
tion of logs beyond the
six months peried, what
is the status check on
that?

To say that the Supreme
Court has curtailed the use of
Aadhaar needsto be gualified.
SC has said that the whole
Aadhaar scheme is constitu-
tional, it does not
violate the pri-
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is a private contract, wh&re’ ’

ihereisnupublicinterest and
it is being done by a third
party, that iswhere the SC has
said that is unconstitutional,

So,whatwe havedoneis, we -

already have the list of the peo
ple who were using Aadhaar
for varions purposes, so from
that we have figured out that
who are these people who
should not beusmgéadhaar as
such.

Whoare thepeople who

should notbe using Aad-
haar?

Forexample, SC

vacy. It meets the
concept of congti-
tutional trust, good govern-
anceand digital privacy, [talso
sald-that-Aadhaar-project is
unique, it is unparalleled and

also it is a document-of:

empowerment.

So, having said that, it has.

also held section 7 of Aadhaar
Actwhereithassaidthatforall
subsidy schemes Aadhaarcan
be made mandatory with the
qualifierwhichisthere in the
Aadhaar Act itselfwhere it said
thatifthefinger print doesn’t
match, should that person be
denied? Our Act also saysthat
it should not he denied. The
5C has struck down a part of
Section 57. It saysthatif there

. has said about the
telecom compa-
ies. So, we have told the tele-

comcompaniesthat hereisthe
~8C order. Nowthe SCorderis | -

public, s0 evervbody is sup-

‘posed to follow theorder. 8o,

in that particular case we have
told the telecom companies;

“$irnildrly therearé someother

private companies, sowe have
told evervone that here is the
Supreme Court order, please
follow the Supreme Court
order and give usan exit plan.

MNow that exit plan—the pro-
vision provided in the Aadhaar
regulation itself. Why thereis
aneed foraexitplan? Because
once you are rolling out cer-
tain services, for example in

cise of a telecom company,
they were giving sim cards on
the basis of the finger print -
Aadhaar authentication, now

- they will have io make an exit

from thiswhole systemand for

that purposetherc hastobean Ifyouaregiventounder
exit plan, Exit planis provided stand by telecomepmpa-
in the Aadhaar regulations, nics thal they require2-3
8o, have they come back months' imetobeableto
with an exit plan? By st thisexit planin place,
whenwill theexitplan be who Is going tomonitor
putinplace? this? Wil you
Theyhavetold “Wherever section monlior. this,
us thai they are = 7 schemes are.~ - willthedépait-
already in the involved and ment oftelecom
process of mak- o mnney ijs  monitor - this,
ing that exit plan oing via banks what is ‘the
and they want % 4 ! timeline that
.y anks as @er sC P
How much ©Orderareentitled
tme? . - 1o use Aad?aafar
Some ‘compa- aiﬁhﬁnﬁcaﬁ - actually’ com-

nies-have asked
for 2-3 months'
time. 80, thisisthe kind oftime
we have takeén, We haveiaken
the matter with the Depart-
ment of Telecom (Do),

DoT also just last forinight
has told them that this SC
order hasto be followed. The
DoT has given them an alter-
nate digital plan because the
whole idea is that the people
should not suffer because ear-
lier if they were doing with
Aadhaar, there should be

BN

equally efficacious digital
processthrongh which people
should be able to get sim card
because thisshouldnotleadio
goinghacktothe paperage or
stone age.

o plied with?
Herethere will
betwoagencies involved, one
is the department of telecom
and from the UIDAI's side, in
fact bath of us will be required
to monttor that the Supreme
Court order is fully complied
with and that is exactly what
wewilldo,
By when can we expect
the telecom companies
will be in compliance
with the order? By the
end of the year or will it

take lenger than that?
It should be sooner than
that.
What about banks
becausethatis the other
problem area?
Asfarasthe banksare con-
cerned, the SChas already said
that for section 7 because the
banks are also a via medium
through which the subsidies
are being transferred for
example LPG subsidy is get-
ting transferred to the bank
accounts, Similarly you havea
MGNREGA payments, you
have scholarship, there are
various pension payments,
theyall are section 7 schemes.
S0, wherever section 7
schemes are involved and
where the money is going
through the banks, the banks
as per the Supreme Court
order should beentitled to use
Aadhaar authentication and
Aadhaar facility and in such
cases theydonot havetomake
that changes. However for
those bank accounts for exam-
pletomorrow if yougo or [ go
and I am not a beneficiary of
any particular scheme, thenin
that particular case, nobody
should require me to give my
Aadhaar number foropeninga
bank accountand thatiswhat
the banksare already doing.
Do banks have an exit
plan that they have
shared withyou?

Banks“as such are not

required. at this moment

because all the banksare also .
" involved in the direct benefi t

transfer scheme,
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i was forced to have my
Aadhaar linked, what is
the statustoday?

" Insuch cases what we have
advised the telecom compa-
nies and other users of Aad-
haar is that they need o give
this facility to their account
holders - whether it is a SIM
card subscriber or the bank
account, or pension or who-
everaccount holderwhoisnot
receiving any benefit, he
should begiven an option that
ifheisabletoreplacehisKYC
withsomeother non-Aadhaar

ferscheme.So, if |
I did not wanf my Aad- [
-haar to be linked but1 |

docwment, in that particular
case, he should be given an
opportumnity.

Isthere any datatedayon
how many people have
initiated the process o
want {o exit from Aad-
haar from cither a iele-
com company, {rom
banks, for their pen-
sions, is there any daia
today en how many peo-
ple have initiated that
process?

Wedon'thave thisdata, the
telecorn companies will have
thedataorthe banks will have
the data, We have told them
that this is how they need to
implement the orders of the
Supreme Court.

Have you got any com-
plaints that people have
initiated the processbut
banksorielecomcompa-
nies have not done the
process?

No; we have not got any
complaintsso far.

Let me then ask you

about a statement that

you made and you clari-
fied that service provid-
erscanuseoffline verifi-
cation tools like e-Aad-
haar, masked Aadhaaror
QR code without access
tobiometrics; howis this
not a violation of the
‘Supreme Court order
because it
still is fun-

‘Some firms have
damentally electronic  Aad-
Jinked ‘o toldusthatthey = ! should-be:
Aadhaar areaireadyinthe suet, rovideyon
' process of mak-  (hedrvicebecause
ingtheexitplan  you have volun-
_ (fromAadhaar * teered fouse your
' verlficatlon) and - electronic Aadhaar -
thattheywant thlch is pﬁﬂ?iiﬂ'
: nogeg eas perthejudg-
-about fin & sometm___e ment of the
techcompa- ; #Supreme Courks>
nies for . . Youhavehad this
instance? legally vetted?
The Supreme Céurt a8 | Yes, correct.
clearly said in its judgement You have got the Aitor-
that Aadhaar authentication,if | neyGeneral’sopinionon
Aadhaarauthentication where whether thig in compli-
you put your biometricor you ance with the Supreme
do through your online OTP, Courtjudgmentanditis?
one time password pinwhich Yes. .
comésontoyourmobile num- Is this the way out 50 to
berif you all are verifying the ‘speak then asfarasthird
identity through such means party providers are con-
wecallitanauthentication. So, cerned, fin tech compa-
if you are doing through niesareconcerned? How

authentication then there has
to be some Jaw, some law has
to be there. Supreme Court
hasalso said that howeverthe
individual is at the liberty {o
use his physical Aadhaarcard,
hecause everyone has been
given an Aadhaar card now
Jjustimagine that in our coun-
try of 130 crore people, what
we estimate is approximately
50-60 crore people will only
have an Aadhaar card, no ather
I document which can be
recognized nationally.

For example, supposing a
labourer from West Bengal if
hecomestoDelhiand Delhibe
can't get any service on the
hasis ofhisration card of West

" Bengal. But what his Aadhaar

card which he got inwest Ben-
gal he can get all the services
there so what the Supreme
Court has done, Supreme
Court has permitted voluntary
use of Aadhaarcard assuch. So
what isthe offline verification?
It is an electrenic version of
physical Aadhaar card. So,
e-Aadhaar is an electronic
Aadhaar. An electronic Aad-
haar can be offline verified.
Offline when I am saying is
that it can be electronically
verified but without pinging
the Aadhaar servers. So what
happens is supposing if vou
take your electronic Aadhaar
gotoabank, bank willbe able
toverify the digital
signature of that

many people have

started this process of

using this offiine authen-
tication?

Wehad aworkshopof all fin
tech companies because the
Aadhaar is very poweriul and
Supreme Court also hasmen-
tioned that it is an empower-
ment document.

Asacitizen, asaresident if1
havea Aadhaar card ore-Aad-
haar, it is my freewill to use it
wherever I want, nobody can
make it mandatory unless until
there is a law, however 1
should be able to use it, partic-
ularly when 50-6C crore peo-
plein Indiaonlyhave Aadhaa:
card.

S0, they should be able to
freely use it. So, we are work-
ingwith various stakeholders,
thefintech companies because
we do not want India’s digital
Journey to get hampered.

Supreme Court order
alsoiold youtoputmors
checks and balances in
places and to put more
safeguards in place.
Since the order, since
you were talking about
the workshop that you
have done with fin tech
companties, what are the
further safeguards that
you have put in place?

Let me explain to you how
the offline verification will
work, In this offline verifica-
tion, vou can go to vur website
and you can download one

»yergon of Aadhaar Card where

your Aadhaar number will be
masked, so0 vour Aadhaar
number is not exposed, it has
only your name, address and
photograph which anyway in
today's world vour name,
address and photograph is in
thevoter ID card, voter list, so
privacy issues are not to'that
extent there. So, if that kind of
an Aadhaar card and which is
digitally signed by us, thatcan
beused by the fintech compa-
nies, technology companies,
any service provider without
impinging vour privacy and
that itself is a very big safe-
guard...the Supreme Courtin
its judgement has in fact
impressed upon the govern-
ment to implement Justice
Srikrishna's report,
Jeedbackalivemint.com



