C Asks Govt to Verify ID of All Mob

At present, a user needs to provide identity proof at the time of taking a connection, be it prepaid or postpaid
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New Delhi: A year from now, you
may be asked to prove your identity
again when you recharge your pre-
paid connection, as the Supreme Co-
urt has asked the government to en-
sure up-to-date verification of all
mobile phoneusers.

On Monday, the government told
the court that it was drawing up an
Aadhaar-based verification plan, af-
ter a bench headed by Chief Justice
JS Khehar suggested that prepaid
users may be asked to give identity
details when they recharge their
connections.

The court was hearing a public in-
terest litigation seeking to make
Aadhaarmandatoryforthe verifica-
tion. It directed the government to
put in place a programme within a
year toensure thatall the customers
areverified.

Attorney general Mukul Rohatgi
earlier told the bench that the go-
vernment cannot rush such a pro-
ject as it affects many. Also, it will
hurt banking and monetary trans-
actionsthatareincreasingly getting
phone-based, the government’s top
law officersaid.

At present, a user needs to provide
identityproof atthetimeof takinga
connection, be it prepaid or postpa-
id. Nine out of every 10 mobile con-

nectionsinIndiaareprepaid, accor-
ding to industry data. The address
and identity proofs given to take

such connections
_— are often found to be
Attorney fake, creating major
general security risk.
Mukul Aadhaar-based
Rohatgi customer verifica-
earlier told tion would help en-
thebench sure security in fi-
thatthe nancial transac-
government tions and the go-
cannot rush vernment is
suchaproject Wworkingonit, Rohat-
as it affects gitoldthe court.
many Though the CJI tri-

ed to hustle the go-
vernment to make Aadhaar-based
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verificationmandatory, the AG resis-
ted it. Aadhaar is voluntary now, but
a Bill has since been introduced to
make it mandatory, he told the court.

He claimed that so far 110 crore peo-
plehad enrolled for Aadhaar cards.

Other such identity proofs can be
cloned, but the biometric informa-
tion captured in Aadhaar cannot be
copied as of now, hesaid.

“The government is planning Aad-
haar-based KYC for all cellphone
subscribers ... But this will take ti-
me. It cannotbe done overnight,” he
said. “Ina year we will put in placea
system for Aadhaar-based KYC.”

The CJIwas initially persistent on
its immediate implementation, say-
ing that the government just needs

to put a form in the hand of every
subscriber when he walks in to re-
charge his account. It can then say
that you submit the identity proof
within afixed time ordon’t get tore-
chargeit.



